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Interview with Group Captain Engr. Obakpolor John FNSE, (Retired)  on Air Safety 

Group Captain Engr. Obakpolor 
John FNSE, (Retired) is an Avia-
tion Consultant with the Nigerian 
Civil Aviation Authority. He is a 
Fellow of the Nigerian Society of 
Engineers, Fellow of the Royal 
Aeronautical Society, Fellow of 
British Institute of Management, 
member of US Astrologic Society 
and a Chartered Engineer. 
 
E-Newsletter: What can you tell 
us about air safety in the aviation industry? 
 
Engr. Obakpolor: Well before now, Africa has been a suspect in air 
safety compliance. The rate of lost of aircrafts has been quite high. 
The accidents has been quite high, but to be specific, in 2005 and 
2006, Nigeria lost three big aircrafts, 737 own by Belview at Ilasa in 
Lagos/Ogun State, Sosoliso at Port Harcourt airport and ADC 737 at 
Abuja airport. These losses were in quick succession because we 
never had equipment on ground to detect the phenomenon through 
which they flew and which consumed them. But now we have the 
equipment. When you have a wind shear, the best way for a pilot to 
get out of it is to avoid it. Do not go into it; once you are in it will 
take a very good pilot to come out of it. These things happen when it 

is raining or when it just rained or when it is about to rain. It could 
still happened outside the raining season and it happens around the 
airport. About 75% of air crashes that happens near the airport the 
world over are caused by this phenomenon known as wind shear. 
There are other equipment that are now been brought in to help navi-
gation and flying. Before now, an aircraft can take off from Port Har-
court going to Lagos and that will be the last view of it. You do not 
know where it is, you cannot track it, but now with Total Radar Cov-
erage which is called “TRACON” everything is ok, it is safe now. 
That is why flights moving from Port Harcourt to Lagos can be mon-
itored all the way to Lagos. If it is leaving Lagos for Abuja, it can be 
monitored all the way to Abuja. There is no more blank space for any 
aircraft in our airspace because it is completely covered by TRA-
CON. If an aircraft is due for Port Harcourt from Lagos at a certain 
time and you do not hear from it again, you can track it to where you 
last communicated with it to know what is happening. Is it still there? 
Is it still in the air or it has gone down? If it has gone down, it will be 
completely out of radar scope. There is no more cowboy like fights in 
the air any more. Before an aircraft takes off, it issues its own fight 
plan for approval. The plan is taken to the controller, who approves it 
and it is circulated. So everybody knows how the aircraft wants to fly 
at a particular time and at any point of the journey where he is, we 
can follow him. 

Gp. Capt. Engr. Obakpolor John  FNSE 

 

NSE PH Branch EXCO members visit to the Federal Road Safety Commission office in Port Har-
court recently. Engr. Humphrey Amadi (Welfare Secretary, 2nd left), Engr. Denis Dania MNSE 
(Branch Chairman, 4th from left) and Engr. Emmanuel Idoniboye (Branch Secretary, 3rd from 
right).    

The Nigerian Society of En-
gineers Port Harcourt 
Branch General Meeting / 
Technical Evening:  

Date: Thursday 29th March 
2012.  
 
Time: 5.00pm  
 
Venue: Engr. Ishmael A. 
Banigo secretariat, Water 
Works Yard, #3 Bernard Carr 
Street, Port Harcourt. 

The Nigerian Society of Engi-
neers PH Branch Notice of Gen-
eral Meeting / Technical Evening 
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NOTICE! NOTICE!! NOTICE!!! 
All members of NSE PH should pay their Annual Branch Dues of N4,500 for Corporate Members and  N6,500 for Fellows to UBA ACC. NO: 0234-031-0000962  
(Port Harcourt Main Branch). Also pay National Annual Subscription of N7,500.00 for Corporate Members & N9,500 for  Fellows directly to AFRIBANK ACC No. 
1420202215613 & forward all tellers to the secretariat for reconciliation.  All payments should be made at the Bank  

                                                                     POINT ENGINEERING LIMITED 
An independent and wholly (100%) Nigerian engineering consultancy company with a strong commitment to proving a POINT for indigenous participation in the 
Nigerian Oil & Gas and Petrochemical Sector by providing complete; quality assured engineering design, project management and related consultancy services 
capable of satisfying the most stringent requirements of our clients wherever it is required using the best available technical skills. 

On Saturday 17th March 2012, the Nigerian Society of Chemical Engineers, Rivers/
Bayelsa zone in conjunction with Port Harcourt Refining Company (PHRC) organized a 
quiz competition for secondary schools in the refinery catchment area. The Chairman of 
the Division Engr. Ben Akakaar (2nd right) addressing the participants during the award.    

 
Top photo: Engr. 
Chief O. O. Oruye 
FNSE, addressing 
prospective candi-
dates for the Nigeri-
an Society of Engi-
neers on Thursday  
22nd March 2012 
during a seminar at 
the Nigerian Society 
of Engineers Port 
Harcourt Branch 
secretariat.    
 
 
Bottom photo: 
Engr. Denis Dania 
MNSE (NSE PH 
Branch Chairman) 
left, and Engr. B. T. 
D. George FNSE 
(Chairman, Blue 
Print Committee of 
NSE PH Branch) 
during the seminar. 

Safety still comes down to terrorism in the air. 
That is why passengers are frisked and lug-
gages are screened at the airport in search of 
offensive weapons. Passengers are not ex-
pected to carry offensive weapons. Some peo-
ple who want to be mischievous can come, 
load a suit case with explosive(s) and check it 
in and then they go home and wait for some-
time then they trigger the explosive with a 
remote control. They are not there but all they 
want to do is to destroy as many people as 
possible. 
 
E- Newsletter: What advice do you have for 
air travelers that are not knowledgeable in 
the technicalities of flying? Because they have 
a role to play, like when the aircraft is taking 
off and making its descend to land, they are 
told to open their windows and if you observe 
anything they should let the cabin crew know.  
 
Engr. Obakpolor: That is true. Everybody 
flying on an aircraft is part of the crew be-
cause only one man is up there who takes 
responsibility on everyone’s behalf and that is 
the captain (pilot). If there is external fire 
which is not detected by the pilot and a pas-
senger sees it, such passenger should alert the 
cabin crew. When the pilot is informed of 
such development he knows the sequence of 
immediate actions to take. When you see 
somebody acting abnormally, you can secretly 
call the attention of the cabin crew and tell 
them this guy is not stable. If there is an emer-
gency, do not add to what caused the emer-
gency, just remain calm. Sometimes you find 
that your anxiety may kill you before any 
other thing happens.  So you just remain calm 
until the man has gone through all his emer-
gency procedures. So you just have to be a 
part. If you want to sleep, you can sleep that is 
if you have 100% confidence in the air crew 
and the pilot, sleep and enjoy your flight. If 
the weather is tossing you up and down, the 
pilot is a part of the aircraft; the cabin crew 
are part of the aircraft, the aircraft is tossing 
everybody, you are passing through turbu-
lence, you will come out of it. 
 
E-Newsletter: Thank you very much sir. 

Interview with Gp. Capt. Engr. Obakpolor 

John FNSE,  on Air Safety       ….continued 
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